
 
 
NADA MEMBER EMAIL UPDATE 23rd April 2010 
This is a fortnightly email update for NADA members 
 
Contact Ciara Donaghy if you have problems viewing this update, would like to be added or removed from the 
distribution list or have items to include in the next edition.   

 
 
NOTICE BOARD  
 
►Save the Date - NADA/MHCC Conference 2010, including NADA AGM 
Monday 6 and Tuesday 7 December 2010 
Novotel Sydney Manly Pacific 
More details to follow in the coming months. 
 
►Closing today - Seeding Grants Opportunity - South East Sydney Parenting Coordination Project 
Applications Close 23

rd
 April 2010 

Expressions of Interest are invited for Seeding Grants of up to $3000 for organisations interested in running 
parenting groups or programs in the South East Sydney area.  Application forms can be downloaded the 
website www.resourcingparents.com. 
 
►Closing today - Scholarships for Aboriginal people in NSW to attend the Public Health Association of 
Australia Conference         
Applications close 23

rd
 April 2010 

The NSW Branch of the Public Health Association of Australia (PHAA) is offering scholarships to Aboriginal 
people to support attendance at PHAA's conference in Adelaide, 27

th
 -29

th
 September 2010.   Click here to 

download information and an application form. 
 
► NOW OPEN NGO MERIT Case Worker – Expressions of Interest  
Closing date for proposals is 10.00am on the 28 April 2010 
Expressions of Interest are currently open for a new model of MERIT team service delivery being trialled by 
NSW Health, by funding an NGO to provide a staff member who will work as part of an existing AHS MERIT 
team.  Click here for more information to apply. 
 
►Communiqué from 19 and 20 April 2010 
Following the recent Council of Australian Governments (COAG) meeting on 19 and 20 April 2010, COAG (with 
the exception of Western Australia) agreed to the establishment of a National Health and Hospitals Network. 
This will have implications for the delivery of drug and alcohol services although little detail has been releases 
so far. The full COAG communiqué can be found here  
 
►Creating Synergy Drug and Alcohol Conference 
Call for Abstracts open – closing 30

th
 June 

Visit www.creatingsynergy.org.au for more information 
University of Wollongong, Wollongong, NSW 
 
►Grant opportunity: Child restraints for Aboriginal community services in Sydney 
Grant applications close on 27 April 2010 
The RTA has funds available to help organisations servicing the Indigenous community to comply with new laws 
requiring child restraints for children under seven. If you would like to apply for a small grant up to $3,000, 
download the application form and email to Deborah_Taggart@rta.nsw.gov.au or fax to 8849 2745.  
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If you have any questions about the new laws, or if you would like assistance with completing the grant 
application form, contact Deborah Taggart on 8849 2435.  
 
►Mental Health Non-Government Organisation Workforce Study 

The National Health Workforce Taskforce (NHWT) is undertaking this study to improve our understanding of 
the existing non-government mental health sector and its workforce.  The Survey response time has been 
extended until 1

st
 May 2010.  Link to the survey: www.nhwt.org.au/mentalhealthsurvey.asp 

 
►The National Drugs Sector Information Service draft of the third edition of the electronic publication ADCA 

recommends...alcohol and other drugs resources for the Health library and researcher. 
Feedback on the draft is requested with particularly interest in books or resources that should be included, or 
any comments about the usefulness of the publication to your agency.  Click here to view the draft document.  
Comments should be submitted by 1

st
 May to Jane Shelling 

 
►Nominations OPEN for 2010 National Drug and Alcohol Awards (NDAA)  
CLOSING SOON! 28 April 2010. 
In 2010 there are ten Award categories open for nomination: 

1. Excellence in law enforcement 
2. Excellence in alcohol and other drug media reporting 
3. Excellence in prevention and community education 
4. Excellence in services to young people 
5. Excellence in research 
6. Excellence in treatment and support 
7. Excellence in school drug education 
8. Excellence in creating healthy sporting communities 
9. The National Drug and Alcohol Awards honour roll; and 
10. The Prime Minister’s award for excellence and outstanding contribution to alcohol and other drug 

endeavours. 
 
To nominate for an award(s) or to find out more visit the NDAA website www.drugawards.org.au. For more 
information, contact the NDAA Event Manager on 02 6215 9802 / info@drugawards.org.au 
 
►Tickets on Sale for NDAA Dinner & Awards Gala  
Friday 25

th
 June 2010 Citigate Hotel, Brisbane.   

Book a ticket at www.drugawards.org.au or call 02 9305 6621. 
 
►Alcohol, Tobacco and other Drugs Council of Tasmania's (ATDC) National Conference, 2010: Reducing Harm 

across the Lifespan Abstracts OPEN 
18 to 20 October 2010, Wrest Point Convention Centre, Hobart.  Click here for more information or contact 
the conference manager, Christine Murphy at christinem@atdc.org.au. 
  
►FREE Keeping Children and Young People Safe: the complexity of working with substance using parents 
Click here to download a flyer including more information and training dates for 2010. 
 
►Feedback Request on: “Guidelines on the management of co-occurring alcohol and other drug and mental 
health conditions in alcohol and other drug treatment settings”  
Feedback is being sought in the form of a 10 minute anonymous online survey. The information gathered will 
be used to inform any future revisions to the Guidelines. 
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CALENDAR  
 
►2010 International Harm Reduction Conference Report Back 7th May 2010 (Canberra) 
This forum, Australian Perspectives on Harm Reduction 2010: the 21st International Conference on the 
Reduction of Drug Related Harm – The Next Generation, is organised by ANEX and has been supported by ACT 
Health & Directions ACT. For more information or to register go to www.anex.org.au/ihrc 
 
►NSW Institute of Psychiatry 2010 Workshop Calendar 
For a list and description of upcoming workshops at the NSW IOP, click here 
 
►FREE Keep Them Safe – Aboriginal Sessions 
29

th
 April - Bourke 

ECAV are rolling out free information sessions on the Keep Them Safe Changes.  For more information on 
sessions in your area click here. 
 
►Professional Practice Supervision 
30

th
 April & 7

th
 May 2010 

The University of Sydney 
Click here for more information. 
 
►FREE Criminal Justice Responses to Drug Use & Offending: A continuum of strategies  
12

th
 May 2010, 1.30pm-5.00pm 

St Vincent's Hospital, Darlinghurst. 
Organised by NSW Department of Corrective Services.  
Speakers: US Judge Peggy Hora, Judge Roger Dive, Dr Astrid Birgden 
To register email jo.mcalpin@dcs.nsw.gov.au  
 
► FREE National Careers and Employment Road show 
13

th
 May 2010  

Northcott Disability Services, the Function Room  
1 Fennel Street, North Parramatta 
The Community Services and Health Industry Skills Council (CS&H ISC) is travelling throughout Australia 
showcasing its latest resources designed specifically to help you navigate your career in the community services 
and health industries.  Register today and join the 2 hour workshop. 
 
►ACON Public Forum: Making decisions: To seek help for substance use - What helps and what holds us 
back? 
6pm – 8pm, Monday 17

th
 May 2010  

Surry Hills Community Centre, 405 Crown St Surry Hills  
This forum is the third in the series designed to raise the GLBT community’s awareness of drug and alcohol 
supports and treatments.  
Contact: Brian Francis (02) 9206 2097 or BFrancis@acon.org.au (RSVP by 7 May 2010 for catering purposes  
 
►Motivational Interviewing for Enhancing Intrinsic Motivation 
The University of Sydney 
Session 1: Introduction 
Monday 10 May - OR - Monday 22 November | 9.30am–1pm 
Session 2: Workshop 
Tuesday 1 & Wednesday 2 June - OR - Tuesday 23 & Wednesday 24 November | 9am–4pm 
Click here for more information. 
 
► AER Workshops  
 19

th
 & 20

th
 May 2010 

Sydney 
The Alcohol Education & Rehabilitation Foundation (AER) is offering two workshops in Sydney on Writing Grant 
Applications & Reports, and Management Techniques.  Click here for more information. 
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►Diversity in Health  
7

th
 – 9

th
 June 2010 

Convention and Exhibition Centre Melbourne 
Conference will include a mental health stream.  Click here to find out more. 
 
►Non Profit Management Support Conference 
October 18 and 19, 2010, Dockside (Darling Harbour) Sydney  
Call for Papers now open 
For more information download the Call for Papers guidelines and submission form at www.mob.com.au, 
complete the online submission form at www.hotelnetwork.com.au/conferences or contact 
managementsupport2010@hotelnetwork.com.au 
 
►More Information on upcoming events? 
For information on free training opportunities check out the NADA Training Grants Web Directory home page 
and for conferences in 2010 visit the NADA Workforce Development Conference Support Page 
 
 

 
ADVOCACY AND POLICY  
 
For Details about NADA’s policy activity are available from our web site.  
 

 
 
WHAT’S NEW ON THE NADA WEBSITE 
 
Check out the media section of the NADA resources page. 

 
 
MEDIA 
 
► NADA Advocate 
The NADA ADVOCATE (Vol 3, Issue 1) is now available from the NADA website.  The next advocate will be 
available on Monday 3

rd
 May. 

 

 
 
NADA PROJECT UPDATE 
 
►NGO Drug and Alcohol and Mental Health Information Management Project 
Late last year, NADA released an Expression of Interest for member organisations wanting to be part of the 
pilot process of the Treatment Outcomes Data Collection System. Ten organisations are part of the pilot group 
with the first pilot implementation training session commencing this week (22 April 2010). The rest of the 
training sessions will be rolled out between May and July 2010. Following an evaluation of the pilot, the 
Treatment Outcomes Data Collection System will be made available to NADA members in 2011. 
 

 
 
RESOURCES 
 
►Nation-wide review of investment into Indigenous drug and alcohol programs  
This report, developed by the National Indigenous Drug and Alcohol Committee (NIDAC) of the Australian 
National Council on Drugs (ANCD), identifies areas of greatest need to address harmful Indigenous drug and 
alcohol use.  Click here to download.  
 
Ʒ ΨGuidelines on the management of co-occurring alcohol and other drug and mental health conditions in 
alcohol and other drug treatment settings’ Training Package  
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Developed by Alison Bell for the National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre (NDARC) with funding from the 
Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing. 
 
The Training Package includes 6 sessions:  

1. Overview of the Guidelines and Comorbidity  
2. Classification of Mental Health Disorders  
3. Assessment of Comorbidity  
4. Management and Treatment of Comorbidity  
5. Working Collaboratively  
6. Specific Population Groups 

The training package may be downloaded by following the links on the Guidelines website or by clicking here. 
 
► Getting the Measure of Quality – opportunities and challenges 
Raleigh,V & Foot,C. The Kings Fund 
The paper offers information about how quality is defined and how quality measures can be used – and 
misused. It sets out the main debates and choices faced by those involved in measuring and using data on 
quality and outlines some practical issues to be considered in choosing and using quality measures.  Click here 
to view or click here for more information. 

 

► Cue Cards in Community Languages 

Eastern Health Transcultural Services, Victoria 

‘Cue Cards’ is a new resource to assist health professionals and clients / carers who primarily have English 
language difficulties, or problems communicating with each other. Workers can download a range of graphics 
and simple translations to communicate simple needs such as hunger, thirst or use of a telephone, and by 
professionals to indicate simple instructions/concepts. 

Click here to view the resource. 

 

Ʒ Substance Abuse in Canada: Concurrent Disorders 
Substance Abuse in Canada is a biennial publication by the Canadian Centre on Substance Abuse that highlights 
the key drug and alcohol issues in need of attention. The 2009 issue is Concurrent Disorders. 
Click here to download.  
 

 
 
 POSITIONS VACANT   
 
To advertise positions vacant on our website please contact admin@nada.org.au  
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