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NADA MEMBER EMAIL UPDATE 21st May 2010 
This is a fortnightly email update for NADA members 
 
Contact Ciara Donaghy if you have problems viewing this update, would like to be added or removed from the 
distribution list or have items to include in the next edition.   

 
 
NOTICE BOARD  
 
► NSW Health Consultations for the NSW D&A Health Promotion Plan 2010-2015 
10 June at Bloomfield Hospital, Orange 
15 June at NSW Health, North Sydney 

The Mental Health Drug and Alcohol Office (MHDAO) is in the process of developing a state wide Drug and 

Alcohol Health Promotion Plan 2010-2015. MHDAO has engaged Ipsos-Eureka to write the plan and is inviting 

stakeholders involved in health promotion, prevention and early intervention work across the drug and alcohol 

and mental health sectors to participate in a consultation/forum. Click here for more information. 
 
►FebFast grants round open   
FebFast is providing grants up to the value of $20,000 per project for prevention, treatment and research 
projects that address alcohol and other drug use and misuse, and its impact on young people (12 – 25 years) 
and their families. For further details, and to submit an expression of interest for a grant, please visit 
http://febfastgrants.smartygrants.com.au/  Completed expressions of interest must be received by 5pm on 
Friday 11th June 2010.  
 
►Taking Preventative Action – Government response to National Preventative Health Taskforce report 
Taking Preventative Action outlines the Government’s response to Australia: the Healthiest Country by 2020, 
the final report of the National Preventative Health Taskforce, which put forward a range of strategies to 
address the growing economic and health burden associated with obesity, tobacco and alcohol. To view the 
report, click here. 
 
►NCOSS analysis of the COAG National Health and Hospital Network Agreement 
The NCOSS analysis of the COAG National Health and Hospital Network Agreement is now available on the 
NCOSS website at http://www.ncoss.org.au/content/view/905/111/. 
 
►Drug Action Week Update 
Organisations across the Alcohol and Other Drugs (AOD) and NGO sectors, and the community are invited to 
register an event on the Drug Action Website, up until 4 June 2010.  This will ensure they receive FREE 
promotional material to celebrate DAW from 20 to 26 June 2010. The 2010 promotional packs contain tote 
bags, caps, frisbees, pens, wristbands, and balloons. If you are hosting a DAW event or activity, please send 
event details to Sarah to assist with promoting the event. 
 
 
►Communiqué from 19 and 20 April 2010 
Following the recent Council of Australian Governments (COAG) meeting on 19 and 20 April 2010, COAG (with 
the exception of Western Australia) agreed to the establishment of a National Health and Hospitals Network. 
This will have implications for the delivery of drug and alcohol services although little detail has been releases 
so far. The full COAG communiqué can be found here  
 

mailto:ciara@nada.org.au
http://www.nada.org.au/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=198&Itemid=37
http://febfastgrants.smartygrants.com.au/
http://yourhealth.gov.au/internet/yourhealth/publishing.nsf/Content/report-preventativehealthcare
http://www.ncoss.org.au/content/view/905/111/
http://www.drugactionweek.org.au/
mailto:sarah@nada.org.au
http://www.coag.gov.au/coag_meeting_outcomes/2010-04-19/docs/Communique_20_April_2010.pdf
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►Creating Synergy Drug and Alcohol Conference 
Call for Abstracts open – closing 30

th
 June 

University of Wollongong, Wollongong, NSW. 
Visit www.creatingsynergy.org.au for more information 
 
►Tickets on Sale for National Drug & Alcohol Awards Dinner & Awards Gala  
Friday 25

th
 June 2010  

Citigate Hotel, Brisbane  
Book a ticket at www.drugawards.org.au or call 02 9305 6621. 
 
►Alcohol, Tobacco and other Drugs Council of Tasmania's (ATDC) National Conference, 2010: Reducing Harm 

across the Lifespan Abstracts OPEN 
18 to 20 October 2010,  
Wrest Point Convention Centre, Hobart  
Click here for more information or contact the conference manager, Christine Murphy at 
christinem@atdc.org.au. 
  
►Feedback Request on: άDǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ of co-occurring alcohol and other drug and mental 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘǊǳƎ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎέ  
Feedback is being sought in the form of a 10 minute anonymous online survey. The information gathered will 
be used to inform any future revisions to the Guidelines. 
 

 
 
CALENDAR  
 
 
NADA EVENTS 

►Cannabis Treatment Guidelines Workshop 
Wednesday 23 June, NADA Office, 10am-12pm OR 1pm-3pm 
NADA will be hosting 2 workshops on the Cannabis Guidelines developed by the National Cannabis Prevention 
and Information Centre.  Each session will run for 2 hours. This seminar is open for both NADA members and 
non members. Click here for more information. 
 
►ISI Grant Recipient Forum 
Thursday 15 July, Australia Technology Park 
This forum will be facilitated by John Mendoza and the theme for the day will be sustainability. NADA 
encourages both ISI Project staff as well as a member of senior management (e.g. CEO, service manager) from 
each organisation to attend, if possible. Please RSVP to Sarah. 
 
►Save the Date - NADA/MHCC Conference 2010, including NADA AGM 
Monday 6 and Tuesday 7 December 2010 
Novotel Sydney Manly Pacific 
More details to follow in the coming months. 
 
OTHER EVENTS 
► People with Complex Needs Who Pass Through Criminal  Justice 
31 May, 6-7.30pm 
Sydney Law School, New Law Building, Eastern Ave, University of Sydney  

Professor Margaret Hamilton, Professorial Fellow in the School of Population Health, University of Melbourne, 
will discuss efforts to enhance efficiency in service provision have produced increasingly sophisticated 
targeting in the various human service domains. In the context of changing demographics, the aftermath of de-
institutionalisation of the 1970s to 1990s and governments contracting out services with tight specifications 
this has often had an unintended outcome of excluding those with multiple needs; leaving some people in our 
community especially vulnerable. Some appear to be at increasingly high risk of being 'serviced' in our state 

http://www.creatingsynergy.org.au/
http://www.drugawards.org.au/
https://events.conventionwise.com.au/ei/cm.esp?id=9603010000274&pageid=_2VT0TF2GB
mailto:christinem@atdc.org.au
http://www.surveys.unsw.edu.au/survey/154726/168b/
http://www.nada.org.au/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=193&Itemid=37
mailto:sarah@nada.org.au
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run justice systems. This paper shares the experience of one endeavour of a state to provide an over-sighting 
service (under legislation) to those at the extreme end of the spectrum of people with multiple and complex 
needs.  

►On Track Community Programs and MHCC Meet Your Neighbour event 
Friday 28 May 2.30 – 4.30 pm, Tweed Heads 
This will allow participants in the area with an interest in community sector mental health to learn more about 
On Track Community Programs and share information about their own service. For more information, click 
here. 
 
►NSW Institute of Psychiatry 2010 Workshop Calendar 
For a list and description of upcoming workshops at the NSW IOP, click here 
 
►Motivational Interviewing for Enhancing Intrinsic Motivation 
The University of Sydney 
Session 1: Introduction 
Monday 22 November | 9.30am–1pm 
Session 2: Workshop 
Tuesday 23 & Wednesday 24 November | 9am–4pm 
Click here for more information. 
 
►Diversity in Health  
7

th
 – 9

th
 June 2010 

Convention and Exhibition Centre Melbourne 
Conference will include a mental health stream.  Click here to find out more. 
 
►Non Profit Management Support Conference 
October 18 and 19, 2010 
Dockside (Darling Harbour) Sydney  
Call for Papers now open 
For more information download the Call for Papers guidelines and submission form at www.mob.com.au, 
complete the online submission form at www.hotelnetwork.com.au/conferences or contact 
managementsupport2010@hotelnetwork.com.au 
 
ƷMore Information on Upcoming Events? 
For information on free training opportunities check out the NADA Training Grants Web Directory home page 
and for conferences in 2010 visit the NADA Workforce Development Conference Support Page 
 
 

 
ADVOCACY AND POLICY  
 
►NADA Policy, Advocacy and Representation Report March – April 2010  
To better document NADA's policy, advocacy and representation activities, NADA has commenced preparing a 
bi-monthly report summarising its key activities, click here to view the report. 
 
For details about NADA’s policy activity are available from our web site.  

 
 
WHAT’S NEW ON THE NADA WEBSITE 
 
Check out the Training Grants webpage for the latest training grants round, opening soon. 

 
 

http://www.nada.org.au/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=196&Itemid=37
http://www.nswiop.nsw.edu.au/images/stories/flyers/2010/nswiop_calendar_sem1.pdf
http://www.proflearn.edsw.usyd.edu.au/social_workers/2010/motivational_interviewing.shtml
http://www.ceh.org.au/dih-about.aspx
http://www.mob.com.au/
http://www.hotelnetwork.com.au/conferences
mailto:managementsupport2010@hotelnetwork.com.au
http://www.nada.org.au/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=40&Itemid=68
http://www.nada.org.au/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=10&Itemid=68
http://www.nada.org.au/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=192&Itemid=37
http://www.nada.org.au/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=12&Itemid=31
http://www.nada.org.au/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=40&Itemid=68
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MEDIA 
 
► NADA Advocate 
The NADA ADVOCATE (Vol 3, Issue 2) is now available from the NADA website.  The next advocate will be 
available on  May. 
 

 
RESOURCES 
 
► ACON D&A Resources   

ACON have developed two new D&A resources:  Information for workers is a guide to supporting gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender people who are affected by drug or alcohol use. This resource also contains 
information on working with the partners, friends and families of GLBT people affected by substance use. 
Partners, Friends and Family is for members of the GLBT community, their friends and their families. This 
resource aims to provide some information on what people can do to support their partner, friend, lover or 
family member if they are affected by drug or alcohol use. It also contains information on how to care for 
yourself whilst supporting someone else. For copies of these resources email tthompson@acon.org.au 

 
►New NCETA report on AOD workforce development 
'Alcohol and Other Drugs Workforce Development Issues and Imperatives: Setting the Scene' describes the 
background, context and issues currently facing the AOD field and outlines steps to address these issues. The 
report also presents a synthesis of all demographic data currently available on the AOD workforce.  Copies are 
available free of charge from NCETA or can be downloaded from the NCETA website.  
 

►New ANCD data and policy web pages  

The ANCD list current and previous national strategies and evaluations relating to the drug and alcohol sector 
on their website, click here. The website also now has a new section on national data listing current and 
previous national data reports on a single webpage for easy access and use, click here. 

►Let’s Talk Gambling Website 
The Aboriginal Health & Medical Research Council of NSW has launched a website about gambling issues in 
Aboriginal communities in NSW. 'Let's Talk Gambling' includes supporting resources, links and events. Click 
here to visit the website.  
 
►Nationwide review of investment into Indigenous drug and alcohol programs  
This report, developed by the National Indigenous Drug and Alcohol Committee (NIDAC) of the Australian 
National Council on Drugs (ANCD), identifies areas of greatest need to address harmful Indigenous drug and 
alcohol use.  Click here to download.  
 
Ʒ ΨGuidelines on the management of co-occurring alcohol and other drug and mental health conditions in 
alcohol and other drug ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎΩ Training Package  
Developed by Alison Bell for the National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre (NDARC) with funding from the 
Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing. 
 
The Training Package includes 6 sessions:  

1. Overview of the Guidelines and Comorbidity  
2. Classification of Mental Health Disorders  
3. Assessment of Comorbidity  
4. Management and Treatment of Comorbidity  
5. Working Collaboratively  
6. Specific Population Groups 

The training package may be downloaded by following the links on the Guidelines website or by clicking here. 
 
► Getting the Measure of Quality – opportunities and challenges 
Raleigh,V & Foot,C. The Kings Fund 
The paper offers information about how quality is defined and how quality measures can be used – and 
misused. It sets out the main debates and choices faced by those involved in measuring and using data on 

http://www.nada.org.au/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=27&Itemid=42
mailto:tthompson@acon.org.au
http://www.nceta.flinders.edu.au/
http://www.ancd.org.au/government-policy/government-policy.html
http://www.ancd.org.au/national-data/national-data.html
http://www.ahmrc.org.au/ictim/gambling/index.htm
http://www.ahmrc.org.au/ictim/gambling/index.htm
http://www.ancd.org.au/images/PDF/Researchpapers/rp20_indigenous.pdf
http://ndarc.med.unsw.edu.au/NDARCWeb.nsf/page/Training+Materials
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quality and outlines some practical issues to be considered in choosing and using quality measures.  Click here 
to view or click here for more information. 

 

► Cue Cards in Community Languages 

Eastern Health Transcultural Services, Victoria 

‘Cue Cards’ is a new resource to assist health professionals and clients / carers who primarily have English 
language difficulties, or problems communicating with each other. Workers can download a range of graphics 
and simple translations to communicate simple needs such as hunger, thirst or use of a telephone, and by 
professionals to indicate simple instructions/concepts. 

Click here to view the resource. 

 

 
 
 POSITIONS VACANT   
 
To advertise positions vacant on our website please contact admin@nada.org.au  
 

 
 
Contact Ciara Donaghy if you have problems viewing this update, would like to be added or removed from the 
distribution list or have items to include in the next edition. 
 
 

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/document.rm?id=8550
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/research/publications/quality_measures.html
http://www2.easternhealth.org.au/language/cueCards/index.asp
http://www.nada.org.au/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=6&Itemid=11
mailto:admin@nada.org.au
mailto:ciara@nada.org.au

